How to make
a cushion cover
from a jumper
YOU WILL NEED
A jumper

DIFFICULTY

Sewing thread in a
colour to match the
jumper

A cushion pad - this
needs to be roughly
the same width as the
jumper and the height
should easily fit between
the jumper armhole and
hem (allowing some
extra for a lap-over)

INTERMEDIATE

Some yarn or
embroidery thread in
a colour to match the
jumper (for blanket
stitching)
Tailor’s chalk (for 		
marking cutting/sewing
lines)

Ribbons - shoulder loop
ribbons from tops or
jumpers work really well

Scissors, pins and hand-		
sewing needle

Five buttons that
contrast with the
jumper – we used 2.5cm
diameter buttons

A ruler
A sewing machine 		
(optional)

Two or three sew-on
snap fasteners

METHOD
1
Turn the jumper inside out.

2

2
Lay the jumper flat on a table and draw a straight line
horizontally across, just under the jumper’s armholes.
Cut along this line. Keep the top section of the jumper for
another project.
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Using the bottom section of the jumper, stitch a straight
seam 1cm in from the cut edge.

Sew on the buttons, evenly spaced. We used five buttons
to give the cushion a good line when closed at the back.

Machine stitching is strongest, but you can sew by hand
using a back stitch if you prefer.

Instructions on how to sew on a button can be found here:
http://loveyourclothes.org.uk/tip/how-to-sew-a-button/

To learn how to do back stitch, take a look at our sewing
skills sheet.

9
Cut five lengths of ribbon - long enough to loop around the
buttons plus some extra ribbon for stitching on to the jumper.

4
Turn the jumper the right way out.

Avoid making these loops too long as the buttons could
slip out easily.

5

If you can, allow enough ribbon to be able to loop around
the button twice as this gives a tight loop around the
button centre.

10

Insert the cushion pad, pushing it well into the corners.

6
Fold the spare fabric from the front over to the back.

7

Pin the ribbon loops between the two layers of jumper (on
the hem edge), placing them in alignment with the buttons.

Using tailor’s chalk or pins, mark the line where you want
the buttons to go on the back of the jumper.

Stitch the ribbon loops on by hand. The loop in the centre
just needs to be stitched to the top layer of the jumper.
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15
Hand-sew a few press studs on to the open hem section.

16

Stitch a narrow straight seam across the open (hem) edge
from each side seam, leaving a gap in the centre so you
can get the cushion pad in or out!
Note:
Any ribbon loops within these sewn sections will get a
further row of stitches to secure them.

Insert cushion pad again, do the buttons up and you’re done.
And if you fancy doing a little something extra, you can
embellish as much as you like. Try adding more buttons or
braids, for instance.

12
Fold the open end (with the ribbon loops) over to the back
of the cushion.

13
Using tailor’s chalk or pins, mark on each side of the
cushion where the hem edge of the jumper goes to when
it’s folded over.
Take the cushion pad out.

14

Pin the lap-over in place, using the marks you just made
as a guide.
Stitch the lap-over down on each side to hold it in place –
it’s best to hand-stitch this using a blanket stitch. To learn
how to do this, see our sewing skills sheet.
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